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IATI Publisher is an online tool for organisations that want to publish data according to the IATI Standard. It is free
and managed by the IATI Secretariat.

It is designed for:

• small to medium-sized organisations that have a limited amount of IATI data to publish (typically, this means
less than 100 IATI activities)

• entering data directly in the web interface via data entry forms

. Attention

While IATI Publisher has some bulk import functionality, it is not recommended for organisations that need to
manage their data in external workbooks or other tools. Large organisations, such as donor governments or UN
agencies, are advised not to use IATI Publisher for this reason.

HOME 1
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CHAPTER

ONE

STEPS TO PUBLISHING

To use IATI Publisher, first register via IATI Account. You can then sign in to prepare and publish your data using
IATI Publisher.

IATI Publisher uses the IATI Validator to check your data before you publish, providing feedback on validation errors
against the IATI schema.

� Tip

For more information on data publishing, see How to publish data.

3
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CHAPTER

TWO

HELP & SUPPORT

Get in touch if you have any questions relating to publishing, using or improving IATI data.

5
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CHAPTER

THREE

TOOL DEVELOPMENT

IATI Publisher was first launched in December 2022. It is managed by the IATI Secretariat and has been developed by
YoungInnovations.

3.1 Signing in

. Attention

IATI Publisher switched to use IATI single sign-on in December 2025. You will need an IATI Account to use IATI
Publisher. All IATI Publisher user accounts that existed prior to this were automatically migrated.

Sign in to IATI Publisher with your IATI Account email address and password. You can reset your password if needed.

3.1.1 Getting Started
When you first sign in, you will see ‘Get Started’ guidance on screen, which will walk you through the setup steps
(Figure 1).

Fig. 1: Figure 1: ‘Get Started’ onboarding guidance to help your organisation get set up.

7
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Select ‘Don’t show me this again’ in the bottom-left corner of the guidance box to stop it appearing when you sign in.
You can re-access it from your profile menu if needed.

3.1.2 Adding other people from your organisation to IATI Publisher
All new users should create an account via IATI Account. If their organisation is already registered with IATI, they
will be able to search for it and request to be added to it.

Once their request is approved, the new user will be able to sign in to IATI Publisher and see their organisation’s data.

ò Getting help

If you are unable to sign in, or need help getting access to your organisation’s account, please contact us.

3.2 Default values
Default values are fields such as language and currency, which occur often in the IATI Standard. It is easiest to populate
these once so that IATI Publisher can automatically apply them to any new data you enter in the tool.

You will be prompted to complete default values in Step 2 of the ‘Get Started’ onboarding guidance, which appears
after you first sign in.

3.2.1 Which defaults should I populate?
We strongly recommend that you populate your default language and currency. There are other recommended default
values that are often required by donor governments’ IATI requirements, depending on who your funder is.

Click the question mark icon next to each default value’s data entry box in IATI Publisher to view more information on
what it is.

Recommended defaults for activity data - these are commonly required by funders, who may provide specific advice
on how to complete them.

Optional defaults for activity data - these are not required by the IATI Standard or most funders. You can populate
them if relevant to your organisation’s activities.

3.2.2 Changing your default values
You can view or edit your default values in IATI Publisher’s Settings at any time. IATI Publisher will apply the updated
values to any new activities that you create in the interface.

You can change default values for an individual activity by clicking ‘Override this activity’s default values’ in the top
right of the screen when editing the activity. This will apply the new values to the specific activity, but not affect the
defaults stored in Settings.

3.3 Users

. Attention

IATI Publisher’s “Users” page was removed in December 2025 as part of the switch to IATI single sign-on. To
view or edit the users associated with your organisation’s account, visit IATI Account.

IATI Account’s Users page lists all individuals in your organisation that have an account. Anyone with admin level
permissions can add, edit or remove users.

8 Chapter 3. Tool development
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3.3.1 User permissions
There are three permission levels in IATI Account - “Admins”, “Editors” and “Contributors”. Read more about these
different levels.

“Contributors” cannot edit their organisation name or type in IATI Publisher. There are no restrictions on what “Ad-
mins” or “Editors” can do in IATI Publisher.

3.4 Managing your profile

. Attention

Any changes to your user information need to be made in IATI Account. User information can no longer be edited
via IATI Publisher.

While signed in to IATI Publisher, you can view your profile information via the user icon in the top-right corner of
the screen. Click this, then select ‘Your Profile’ from the drop-down menu.

Fig. 2: Figure 1: Accessing ‘Your Profile’ from IATI Publisher’s top-right dropdown menu.

3.5 Organisation data
The IATI data standard includes two types of data file - organisation and activity. The organisation data file includes
information such as your organisation’s unique identifier, future-looking budgets, total expenditure and links to reports
or strategy documents.

In IATI Publisher, you must publish organisation data before you can publish activity data. You can start with the basic
(“core”) elements and add more information over time.

You will be prompted to review and publish organisation data in the ‘Get Started’ guide.

3.4. Managing your profile 9
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https://docs.account.iatistandard.org/en/latest/manage_organisation_users/
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3.5.1 Editing organisation data
You can view or edit your organisation data from IATI Publisher’s Organisation Data page.

Some of these data elements are mandatory to populate and are labelled “core” (with a yellow ring symbol). Other
elements are optional and can be populated if relevant.

You can search elements by name or filter on completion status.

3.5.2 Publishing organisation data
1. Ensure that core elements have been completed on the Organisation Data page

2. Click “Publish” in the top right of the screen

3. Click “Continue” after core element completeness has been checked

4. Publication of your organisation data will be confirmed

You can edit information on the Organisation Data page at any time to update what you have published. After any
changes, you will see the option to “Republish” in the top right.

You need to publish organisation data in IATI Publisher before you can publish activity data. Once published, you can
edit, add to and republish your organisation data at any time.

3.6 Creating an activity
The IATI data standard includes two types of data file - organisation and activity. The activity file includes information
on the activities that your organisation carries out, such as your projects or humanitarian interventions. The IATI
Standard includes data fields on what the activity is, where it is taking place, which organisations are involved and how
it is financed.

Most users will create activities manually in the interface, by entering information about the activity in IATI Publisher’s
data entry forms. If you want to add multiple activities at once, see the section on bulk importing.

3.6.1 Core elements
The IATI data elements that you can complete for an activity are listed on the left hand side of the activity page (Figure
1). Some are labelled “core” and have a yellow ring symbol.

It is recommended that you complete all “core” elements. They are either mandatory according to the IATI Standard
or required by most donor governments’ publishing requirements.

The list of core elements for an activity is:

• title

• reporting-org

• iati-identifier

• description

• activity-status

• activity-date

• recipient-country and/or recipient-region

• sector

• participating-org

• budget

10 Chapter 3. Tool development

https://docs.publisher.iatistandard.org/en/latest/bulk-import/
https://iatistandard.org/en/guidance/standard-overview/donors-reporting-requirements/


IATI Tool: Documentation

• transactions

The following default values are also labelled as core, as most donor governments include them in their IATI publishing
requirements:

• default-aid-type

• default-flow-type

• default-tied-status

• default-finance-type

Other elements are optional. You are still encouraged to populate as many optional fields as you can, however, as this
makes your data more useful to IATI’s data users.

Fig. 3: Figure 1: The IATI data elements that can be populated for an activity.

3.6.2 Adding or editing activity information
Click on each data element in the left hand menu of the activity page to add your data.

Mandatory fields are marked with a red asterisk (*) and are displayed towards the top of IATI Publisher’s data entry
forms. These fields should always be populated to avoid errors in your published data.

Optional fields are displayed in collapsed format towards the bottom of data entry forms. Use the arrow icons to expand
and collapse these sections as needed.

3.7 Publishing an activity
Activities can be published from the listing page, or from an individual activity’s detail page.

Publishing multiple activities from the activity listing page:

Publishing a single activity from the activity detail page:

If the activity has been edited since it was first published, you will see the option to ‘Republish’. Republishing is
necessary to update your public data.

3.7. Publishing an activity 11
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Fig. 4: Figure 2: An example data entry form with mandatory fields highlighted at the top.

12 Chapter 3. Tool development
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3.7.1 Publishing workflow
Checking core elements

After clicking to publish an activity, IATI Publisher will check first for ‘core element’ completeness. It is recommended
that you populate core elements based on IATI Standard rules and most donor governments’ publishing requirements.

Core elements are labelled with yellow rings in the IATI Publisher interface:

You will see a warning message if any of the activities you are trying to publish are missing core elements:

You can cancel publishing at this point to go back and review your activities. Ensuring core elements are complete will
help avoid errors at the next validation step.

Data validation

If you continue to publish, your activity data is checked next using the IATI Validator. This assesses data based on the
rules and guidance of the IATI Standard, to make sure it is accessible and useful to data users.

Activities with validation issues are labelled in a list:

Click on ‘Open in new tab’ to view your activity. On the activity detail page, expanding the text box in the top right
will display information on the validation errors:

3.7. Publishing an activity 13
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You can often click on each error to be taken to the relevant data entry form in IATI Publisher where a correction is
needed.

There are different levels of severity for validation errors. Importantly, you will not be able to publish any activity
that has critical errors. Critical errors usually prevent your activity from being publicly visible in IATI’s tools, so it is
important to correct these before publication.

If you return to the publication process after having made changes to one of your activities, you will be prompted to
revalidate (i.e. recheck) your data before continuing:

Data publication

If no errors are found during the validation step, IATI Publisher will continue to publish your activities.

You’ll see a confirmation screen once publication has completed:

3.7.2 Unpublishing activity data
Once published, IATI activities should remain public even after they have finished. You can update and republish your
activity data as often as needed, for example to update budgets or end dates.

In some cases, however, activity data needs to be removed from public view. To do this, you can ‘unpublish’ your
activity in IATI Publisher.

To delete an activity from the IATI Publisher interface, select its checkbox in the activity list then click on the trash
can icon next to ‘Add Activity’. Deleting permanently removes the activity from IATI Publisher. You will be asked to
unpublish the activity first, if applicable.

3.8 Budgets and transactions
Budgets are for each financial quarter (or year) over the lifetime of an activity. They are useful to give recipient countries
predictability of funding and to inform their planning.

3.8. Budgets and transactions 15
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Transactions are a record of the incoming or outgoing funds for an activity. They have a date (in the past), value,
provider organisation and recipient organisation.

� Tip

Add budgets or transactions individually in IATI Publisher’s data entry forms, or in bulk via the bulk import func-
tionality.

3.8.1 Adding budgets
Locate “budget” in the left hand menu of elements for your activity, then click ‘Edit’ to open the data entry form (Figure
1).

You can add as many budgets as you need, noting that each budget period should be no longer than one year.

Fig. 5: Figure 1: Viewing and editing budget information from the activity detail page.

16 Chapter 3. Tool development
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3.8.2 Adding transactions
Locate “transaction” in the activity element menu, then select a transaction to edit or click ‘Add Transaction’ to create
a new one (Figure 2).

Fig. 6: Figure 2: Viewing and editing transaction information from the activity detail page.

Information such as sector, recipient country and recipient region can be provided at either activity or transaction level,
but not at both. If you have already populated this information at activity level, you won’t be able to edit it in the
transaction data entry form.

The Transaction List is another way to view your activity transactions (Figure 3). The table can be filtered or sorted to
help you manage a large number of transactions in the interface.

Fig. 7: Figure 3: Viewing the Transaction List for an activity.

3.9 Results
Each result must have at least one indicator. This is a rule of the IATI Standard and should be followed to avoid errors
in your published data.

Periods can be added to indicators to record their target and actual values over time. Periods are not essential to add to
your indicators before publishing for the first time. A result can have multiple indicators, and each indicator can have
multiple periods.

You can add indicators and periods from the activity detail page (Figure 1), or from the individual result page.

3.9. Results 17
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Fig. 8: Figure 1: How to add a new indicator or period from the activity detail page.

3.9.1 Deleting results, indicators or periods
Deleting a result in the interface will delete any indicators or periods associated with it.

Fig. 9: Figure 2: How to delete results from the Results List.

To delete an indicator or period, click on ‘Show full indicator list’ or ‘Show full period list’ from the activity detail
page, then locate the trash can icon next to the entry you want to delete.

3.10 Bulk data import
IATI Publisher allows you to import and export activity data in three file formats (XML, CSV and XLSX). This func-
tionality can be useful if you want to import multiple activities, transactions, budgets or results in one go.

All three file formats require complete activities to be uploaded (i.e. activities that include all mandatory elements
according to the IATI Standard). New activities will be added to your list of activities in IATI Publisher. Existing
activities (based on the activity identifier) will be overwritten.

While it is possible to add new activities by bulk import, we normally recommend that activities are created manually
in the IATI Publisher interface, with basic information entered first. The interface makes it clear which data elements
are recommended vs. optional for a new activity.

Example: How do I import transactions in bulk?

18 Chapter 3. Tool development
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³ Caution

IATI Publisher will overwrite your data in the interface if you upload data for an existing activity. Activity identifiers
are checked during import to assess whether you are importing a new activity, or updating an existing one. Be careful
to avoid losing data when overwriting existing activities.

3.10.1 1) Export your existing data
As IATI Publisher’s import functionality requires complete activities to be uploaded, if you are updating an existing
activity, you will need to export the data you have entered for it in the interface first.

1. On the activity listing page, select the activity (or activities) that you want to edit or add data to.

2. Click the download icon to the left of the ‘Publish Selected’ button.

3. Select which file format you want to work with from the drop-down menu:

If you choose XML or CSV, your data file will be prepared in the background and automatically downloaded (this could
take up to a few minutes).

If you choose XLSX files, IATI Publisher will show a progress bar as your data files are prepared. You will need to
click ‘Download’ in the bottom-right task box when prompted:

This will download a zipped (compressed) folder containing IATI Publisher’s four XLSX templates.

3.10.2 2) Add or edit your data
Once you have exported your activity data, you can edit or add to the exported file as needed, then re-import it to update
your activity. Avoid changing the template structure in any way - e.g. by deleting columns or renaming sheets.

See How do I upload transactions in bulk? as an example.

3.10.3 3) Re-import your data file
You can access the data import pages from ‘Add or Import Activity’ in IATI Publisher’s header. Select the file format
from the dropdown menu that you wish to use:

See Which import template should I use? for help choosing the right template.

3.10. Bulk data import 19
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3.10.4 4) Pre-import checks
Once you have uploaded your data, IATI Publisher will list the activities ready for import with information on any data
validation errors. These errors are from the IATI Validator.

Critical errors prevent the activity from being imported, whereas other errors will not prevent import. It is usually
easier to fix errors in your data file before importing, rather than after in the interface.

You will have the chance to confirm the activities that you want to add or overwrite on the ‘Import Activity’ page:

Which import template should I use?

IATI Publisher has activity import templates in CSV and XLSX file format. If you are uploading results data (i.e.
results, indicators and periods for existing activities), you will need to use the XLSX import. If you are uploading basic
activity data, which can include budgets and transactions, you can choose between the CSV and XLSX imports.

CSV template

IATI Publisher has a single CSV import template, which covers all elements of the IATI Standard for activities apart
from results.

This template is recommended if you:

• want to work in a single flat file, rather than a workbook with multiple sheets

• don’t need embedded codelists or dropdown menus to enter your data

XLSX templates

There are four templates available on the XLSX import page:

1. Basic Activity Data - covers core and optional IATI data elements for activities, including transactions

2. Results - to import results for existing activities

3. Indicators - to import indicators for existing results

4. Periods - to import periods for existing indicators

These templates are recommended if you:

3.10. Bulk data import 21

https://validator.iatistandard.org/
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• prefer to work in a workbook that has multiple sheets (typically one per element of the IATI Standard)

• find embedded codelists and dropdown menus helpful for entering your data

• need help distinguishing between elements of the IATI Standard that require a single entry (e.g. activity status),
versus those that accept multiple entries (e.g. budget)

Only one template can be uploaded at a time. It is normally recommended to export existing activity data before adding
to it via the import functionality.

See How do I complete the XLSX templates? for more guidance.

How do I complete the XLSX templates?

If you are using IATI Publisher’s XLSX templates, we recommend exporting your existing data first, then editing it and
re-importing the template.

The XLSX templates are split into sheets, which correspond to different data elements of the IATI Standard.

ò Tips

• Not all sheets need populating - focus on completing core data elements first.

• Enter activity identifiers on the ‘Settings’ sheet to be able to pre-populate them on other sheets. You don’t
need to populate other columns on the ‘Settings’ sheet unless you want to override your default values saved
in IATI Publisher.

• If you are entering multiple values (e.g. transactions), enter these over multiple rows in the relevant sheet.

• Don’t edit sheet or column names, or change the order of columns in a sheet.

• Don’t make any edits to the ‘Options’ sheet.

Column colour-coding

Columns in the XLSX templates are colour-coded based on the number of row entries expected. Note that this only
applies if you choose to populate the sheet. Core elements are mandatory, whereas other sheets in the template are
optional.

• Pink - column expects a single entry

• Green - column expects at least one entry, and multiple entries are allowed (e.g. for title narratives in multiple
languages)

• Orange - column is optional and expects a single entry if you choose to complete it

• Blue - column is optional and can have multiple entries if you choose to complete it

Importing transactions and results

How do I import transactions in bulk?

How do I import results data?

How do I import transactions in bulk?

You can use IATI Publisher’s bulk import functionality to add or edit transactions for your existing activities. This
involves exporting your existing activity data first and selecting which file format you want to work with (CSV or
XLSX).

• Importing via CSV

22 Chapter 3. Tool development
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• Importing via XLSX

Importing via CSV

1. Follow the instructions for exporting your activity data in CSV format.

2. In the downloaded CSV file, locate columns AH to BB to view your activity transaction data:

3. Add new transaction data on this sheet (one row per transaction). Data on this sheet will overwrite any existing
transaction data in IATI Publisher, so make sure that you do not remove rows that you want to keep. Refer to the
transaction type codelist to understand the different numerical codes you can enter in this column.

4. Go to ‘Add or Import Activity’ from IATI Publisher’s header menu, then select ‘Import Activities from
.CSV/.XML’.

5. Upload your edited CSV file. Your data will be checked and validation feedback given after you click “Upload
file”.

Importing via XLSX

1. Follow the instructions for exporting your activity data in XLSX format.

2. Wait for the download to be prepared, then click ‘Download’ in the bottom-right task box when ready:

3. Within the zipped folder downloaded, extract and open the file titled “activity.xlsx”.

4. Locate the ‘Transaction’ sheet within the workbook. Add new transaction data on this sheet, ensuring one row
per transaction. Data on this sheet will overwrite any existing transaction data in IATI Publisher, so make sure
that you do not remove rows that you want to keep. Save the XLSX file when finished.
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5. Go to ‘Add or Import Activity’ from IATI Publisher’s header menu, then select ‘Import Activities from .XLSX’.

6. On the ‘Import Activities from .XLSX’ page, select that you want to import “Basic Activity Elements”, then
upload your edited XLSX file. Your data will be checked and validation feedback given after you click “Upload
file”:

How do I import results data?

Activity results data can be imported to IATI Publisher via XLSX files. There is a separate XLSX template to use for
each of results, indicators and periods.

Instead of populating the blank XLSX templates, it is typically easiest to add at least one result, indicator and period
via IATI Publisher’s interface first. This way, you can export your existing activity data and see how it appears in each
of IATI Publisher’s XLSX templates. You can then add to or edit the data as required, before re-importing.
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What information do I need in the import templates?

1) Result template

The Result_Mapper sheet contains the following three columns:

• Activity Identifier - this is used to associate your result with the right activity in IATI Publisher. The activity
identifier is the second part of the ‘iati-identifier’ string, which uniquely identifies each of your activities within
your organisation’s data.

• Result Number - a number or text string that uniquely identifies each result within a particular activity. You
can choose what this string is if creating a new result via the import template. Results created within the IATI
Publisher interface will have their result number automatically created by the system.

• Result Identifier - this is autopopulated in the Result import template, based on the Activity Identifier and Result
Number entered in the previous columns.

2) Indicator template

The Indicator_Mapper sheet contains the following three columns:

• Result Identifier - this is used to associate your indicator with the right result in IATI Publisher.

• Indicator Number - a number or text string that uniquely identifies each indicator within a particular result
(similar to Result Number).

• Indicator Identifier - this is autopopulated in the Indicator import template, based on the Result Identifier and
Indicator Number entered in the previous columns.

3) Period template

The Period_Mapper sheet contains the following three columns:

• Indicator Identifier - this is used to associate your period with the right indicator in IATI Publisher.

• Period Number - a number or text string that uniquely identifies each period within a particular indicator (similar
to Indicator Number).

• Period Identifier - this is autopopulated in the Period import template, based on the Indicator Identifier and
Period Number entered in the previous columns.
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